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Introductions: Trang Tran

Fun Facts about me:
1. I am a new auntie!

2. I know all the words to the 
Canadian national anthem

3. I love food! Cooking, eating, watching, 
trying, all of it!

College Success Foundation 



Introductions: Maria Rebecchi

Fun Facts about me:
▪ Hometown: Buenos Aires, Argentina
▪ University of California & St. Edward’s University 

Alumna: BA in Sociology, esp. Diversity, 
Women/Latin American Studies; MA in Human 
Services with a specialization in Social & Psych 
Services

▪ Financial aid literacy is my passion and an 
incredible tool to merge my values of equity and 
economic justice in the field of education access for 
all students. Gardening and roller skating too!

▪ I'm the super proud sister of a Silver Olympic 
medalist.



OBJECTIVES
1. Prepare to apply for the FAFSA or WASFA

− Know what form to complete

− Create FAFSA FSA ID

− Create WASFA Account

− Gather required documents (Handout)

− Discover how to address special family or financial circumstances (Handout)

2. Make your college list

3. Research scholarship opportunities
− Prepare for CSF Scholarships

4. Create your college list

5. Talk about summer jobs, savings and borrowing

6. Create a calendar of VIP dates

7. Next steps

8. Q&A



Apply for Financial Aid: Which application 
to complete?

FAFSA

• U.S. Citizens

• U.S. Nationals (American 
Samoa or Swains Islands)

• U.S. Permanent Residents

• I-94 Holders : Refugee, 
Asylum granted, Cuban-
Haitian Entrant, Conditional 
entrant, Parolee

• Visa Holders under VAWA

• T or T-1 Visa Holders

WASFA

• Undocumented students, 
students with DACA (expired
or not), or other non-
citizens* (check w/ 
individual college/university) 
meeting SB 5194*
requirements

OR



APPLY: GET LOGINS

FAFSA: https://fsaid.ed.gov

Tips:

▪ Parent and student need different email addresses and phone numbers

▪ If multiple children or parent is a student, parents can use same FSA ID/WASFA Account

Who needs an FSA ID?
• Student
• One of the parent(s) if :

• The student is a 
dependent student

• The parent has a social 
security number

WASFA: https://wsac.wa.gov/wasfa

Who needs an Account?
▪ Student
▪ One of the parent(s) if :

▪ The student is a 
dependent student

What number should you use?
▪ Use your SSN, DACA, or ITIN, if you have 

one.  If you don’t, leave blank.

What number should you use?
▪ Use your SSN
▪ If parent doesn’t have SSN, do not 

get an FSA ID (use all zeroes)



Dependency Status: Whose information 
do I need?

INDEPENDENT STUDENT

PARENT(S) INFO REQUIRED NO PARENT(S) INFO REQUIRED

•Deceased, incarcerated parents or in 
foster care since age 13?
•Emancipated or in legal guardianship 
(court intervention)?
•Unaccompanied youth?
•At risk or effectively experiencing 
homelessness?

DEPENDENT STUDENT

• Over 24 years of age?
• Enrolled in graduate program?
• Married?
• With dependents?
• Actively serving in the U.S. armed 

forces (other than training)?

If answered “No” to all questions: If answered “Yes” to any questions:



Who is considered a parent?

BIOLOGICAL OR ADOPTIVE PARENTS ONLY

Grandparents, foster parents, legal guardians, older 
brothers or sisters, and aunts and uncles are not 
considered parents unless they have legally adopted the 
student. 



Creating FAFSA FSA ID
Visit to create a FSA IDFSAID.ED.GOV

You’ll need:

❑ Username
❑ Password
❑ Social Security Number
❑ Date of Birth
❑ Email Address

❑ Mailing address
❑ Phone Number
❑ Challenge questions and answers

You’ll use your FSA ID every year you fill out a FAFSA and for the lifetime of any loans. So be sure 
to take a little time while making it to create a memorable username, password, and answers to 
your "challenge questions." Keep your FSA ID in a safe place, or memorize it.



Creating FAFSA FSA ID: Create a 
Username and Password

• Don’t forget your 
FSA ID!

• You will use your 
FSA ID every year 
you apply for 
financial aid



Creating FAFSA FSA ID: Enter Personal 
Information

If your parent does 
not have a Social 
Security Number, 
they will not be able 
to get an FSA ID.

In that case your 
parent will print, 
sign, and mail in a 
paper signature 
page.



Creating FAFSA FSA ID: Enter Contact 
Information

TIPS:

Use an email 
address that you 
will be able to 
access after you 
graduate!

Select that you 
would like to 
provide your cell-
phone number in 
case you forget 
your username or 
password 



Creating FAFSA FSA ID: Fill out your 
Challenge Questions



Creating FAFSA FSA ID: Confirm and 
Verify

Review all 
information and 
make sure it is 
accurate

Mistakes can cause 
delays or problems 
with your financial 
aid, so always 
review!



Creating FAFSA FSA ID: Verify Phone 
Number, Email and Submit



Creating WASFA Account
Visit to create a WASFA Accounthttps://wsac.wa.gov/wasfa

You’ll need:

❑ Username

❑ Password

❑ Social Security Number, DACA, or ITIN (If 
applicable)

❑ Date of Birth

❑ Email Address

❑Challenge question and answer



Creating your WASFA Account
Who needs an account?

• Student

• Parent

TIPS

▪ Parent and student should use 
different email addresses

▪ Don’t forget your WASFA login 
credentials! You will have to 
login every year to apply for 
financial aid



WASFA Eligibility



Creating WASFA Account

1. Select “Create Your 
Account”

2. Confirm WASFA eligibility



Creating WASFA Account

TIPS

• Use an email 
address you 
can access 
after you 
graduate

• Write down 
your password 
and secret 
question in 
case you 
forget!



Creating WASFA Account: Personal 
Information

What number should you 
use?
• Use your SSN, DACA, or 

ITIN, if you have one. If 
you don’t, leave blank.

Remember to review all 
your information before 
your register!



Who, what and how do we sign?

What? Who? How?

FAFSA Parent & Student w/SSN S&P: FSA ID

FAFSA Parent w/o SSN, but student 
w/SSN

S: FSA ID
P: Signature 
page

WASFA Parent & Student w/o SSN S&P:WASFA 
Account

WASFA Student w/SSN because of DACA 
& Parent w/o SSN

S&P:WASFA 
Account

S: student
P: parent



Poll questions

1. Who needs to create an FSA ID?

2. Who needs to create a WASFA account?

3. I have an SSN but my parents don’t. 
Which form should I complete?

4. How often do I have to fill out a new 
FAFSA or WASFA?



Gathering required documents

Tip:
• IMPORTANT: Make sure your parents file their 2020 taxes before Oct 1st

• Report tax and benefits information from 2020
• Report account balances as of the day you complete application



Addressing special circumstances

Within the application:

• No social security number

• Parents’ marital status and taxes

Gather documentation to submit 
to the financial aid office:

• Homelessness

• Self-supporting

• Unaccompanied minor

• Foster Youth

• Ward of the court

• Deceased parents

• Incarcerated parents

• Emancipated, legal guardianship

Prepare dependency override 
(petition) to submit to the 
financial aid office:
• Unable to locate parents
• Staying with family 

members/friends

Prepare appeal to submit to 
the financial aid office:
• Changes in family income
• Unexpected/additional 

expenses



Addressing special circumstances

REFER TO 
HANDOUT 
(WEBSITE)



Poll questions

1. What tax year you will need to use to 
complete your next 2022-23 FAFSA or WASFA?

2. T/F: If I am a youth of care, I should submit 
documentation to my financial aid office.

3. T/F: If my family experienced changes in 
income since filing their taxes, we should 
submit an appeal to the financial aid office.



Make your College List!

• Give yourself plenty of options

• Not all financial aid offers are created 
the same – set yourself up to find the 
most affordable offer!

• Use other financial aid offers as 
bargaining tools to ask for more aid

• Do research on what is the best fit for 
you!

• Don't forget to research financial aid 
priority deadlines!



Research scholarship opportunities
• Create an account at WashBoard 

(www.washboard.org) and 
review scholarship opportunities

• Start drafting scholarship essays

• Make sure you check with school
s regarding their 
scholarship process:

▪ Are you considered for scholar
ships when you apply 
for admissions? What is the d
eadline?

▪ Is there a separate scholarship 
application? What is the deadline?

Did you know:
To save $5000 with WA state 
minimum wage position, you 
must work at least 384+ hours!

http://www.washboard.org/


Research scholarship opportunities
These are great sites to get you started:

▪ www.thewashboard.org

▪ www.collegegreenlight.org

▪ www.waopportunityscholarship.org

▪ https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search

▪ www.fastweb.com

▪ www.scholarships.com

▪ www.collegeresourcenetwork.com

▪ www.chegg.com/scholarships

▪ www.thedream.us

▪ www.uncf.org

▪ www.hispanicfund.org

▪ https://scholarshipjunkies.org/

▪ www.Gearup.wa.gov

▪ www.unigo.com

http://www.thewashboard.org/
http://www.collegegreenlight.org/
http://www.waopportunityscholarship.org/
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search
http://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.scholarships.com/
http://www.collegeresourcenetwork.com/
http://www.chegg.com/scholarships
http://www.thedream.us/
http://www.uncf.org/
http://www.hispanicfund.org/
https://scholarshipjunkies.org/
http://www.gearup.wa.gov/
http://www.unigo.com/


Preparing for CSF Scholarships

L1000 Governors MLK Sunshine Brooks

Eligibility - 2.5 GPA
- WA state 

resident
- Attend 

college in 
WA

- Financial 
need

- 2.0 GPA
- WA state 

resident
- Attend 

college in 
WA

- Be youth 
of care

- 2.5 GPA
- WA state 

resident in 
Mt. Baker 
area

- Attend 
college in 
U.S.

- 3.0 GPA
- Parent be a 

Costco employee
- Attend college in 

U.S

Application 12/1/2021 – 1/31/2022; 2/11/22 for documents

Documents Unofficial transcript; letter of recommendation
L1000: FAFSA/WASFA; Gov: court documents



Get a summer job and start saving!

You may have a gap that is not covered by 
financial aid – start preparing now!

Risks of non-payment

• Dropped from classes

• Hold on transcript

• Unable to register for next term

• Balance still due

• Unpaid balances can go to collections



Determine your borrowing limit

• How much are you willing to 
borrow over 4-6 years?

• Consider future career, income 
and monthly repayment 
amount

• Start researching careers and 
their entry level salaries in 
majors/fields that you are 
interested in



Calculating loan repayment

After taxes salary: $2,850

Rent $1,200

Utilities $250

Food $300

Transportation $400

Health $200

Entertainment $100

Loans $400

Nothing left for emergencies, savings, cost 
increases.



Creating a calendar of VIP dates
July:
* Create an FSA ID or WASFA Account for yourself and one of your 
parents. Only biological or adoptive parents should get an FSA ID. If your parent 
does not have a SSN, do not get an FSA ID for them. They will submit a signature page 
instead.
* Start drafting your personal statements

August/September:
* Attend at least one virtual college fair and speak to college representatives.
* Identify teachers, coaches, supervisors, and others who can write strong 
letters of recommendation.
* Create a list and begin your college admissions applications. Check 
deadlines!

October:
* File the 2022-23 FAFSA or WASFA starting October 1st. Use 2020 tax returns.
* Seek a teacher or another adult to help proofread admission and scholarship 
essays.
* Create an account at WashBoard (www.washboard.org) and review 
scholarship opportunities.

http://www.washboard.org/


Creating a calendar of VIP dates

opens • October 1

priority
deadline

• As soon as possible

Tip:
Make sure to check each school’s financial aid office individual deadline.
If you are planning to attend an out-of-state institution, also check that 
state’s deadline.



Creating a calendar of VIP dates
November:
* Wrap up outstanding college applications and meet priority deadlines.
* Continue your scholarship search, both through the college(s) and outside 
organizations.
* Request your letters of recommendation. Remember to ask your 
recommender in person and follow-up to ensure they mail it on time; also, 
provide plenty of time to meet the deadline.

December:
* Continue applications at colleges that did not have a priority admissions 
deadline pass.
* Request student and/or parent(s) IRS Tax Return Transcript at www.irs.gov. 
This may be required for verification; it is recommended to request early, just in 
case!

http://www.irs.gov/


Next steps
❑ Create your FSA ID/WASFA Account

❑ Help your parent create theirs, if applicable

❑ Gather documents ➔ refer to handout

❑ If you think you will need to file a petition with the financial aid office, start working on it now.

❑ Start thinking of potential recommenders, start drafting your essays, start making a list of volunteer 
activities, honors/awards you received, jobs you held.

❑ Start thinking about personal statements:
• Your strengths and vulnerabilities that will help (or not!) get through college

• Your career goals –what led you to this field of study? How are you preparing?

• Challenging times –how you got through it, who supported you, what you learned from it.

❑ Make your college list!

❑ Research scholarship opportunities

❑ Create a calendar of VIP dates!

❑ Find a summer job and start saving!

❑ Research careers and their entry level salaries to help determine your borrowing limit



Poll questions

What will you work on next?



Questions? Comments? Help?

Maria Rebecchi

Director, Scholarships & Financial Aid Education

Trang Tran

Program Officer, Scholarship Services

scholarshipservices@collegesuccessfoundation.org

mailto:scholarshipservices@collegesuccessfoundation.org

