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Overview

WASFA Privacy Statement

The Washington Student Achievement Council (WSAC) administers state financial aid 
including the Washington College Grant, College Bound Scholarship and the Washington 
Application for State Financial Aid, or WASFA, for undocumented individuals. The Council is 
committed to providing opportunities and support to ensure every Washington student is 
able to pursue education beyond high school.

Regarding concerns that students, parents, and other partners may have about the 
confidentiality of information submitted on the WASFA, the purpose of the application is to 
provide eligibility information to colleges and universities in Washington that offer 
Washington College Grant and College Bound Scholarship. WSAC shares application 
information with campuses listed by the student so those schools may determine eligibility 
for resident tuition and state financial aid. Campuses are not permitted to use the information 
for other purposes or share the data with other parties.

WSAC is committed to protecting the confidentiality of the information and privacy of 
students and families. Washington is a state committed to providing opportunities to students 
and protecting the rights of families.



Getting started
The WASFA application can be found at  https://wsac.wa.gov/wasfa

New users will be presented 
with a series of questions to 
determine if WASFA is the right 
financial aid application. If it is, a 
link to the WASFA application 
will appear. If not, a link to the 
FAFSA is provided.

Returning users wanting to 
renew their application, or to 
make corrections to an 
existing application, please 
select the Returning User 
button and select the 
appropriate link that matches 
the Returning User scenario.

https://wsac.wa.gov/wasfa


Eligibility Questions for new users



Eligibility Questions for new users



Eligibility Questions for new users



Create your account or log into your 
existing one



First time users: confirm your eligibility 
for WASFA or WASFA



Creating your new account – Privacy 
Notice

To complete the WASFA, you will need:
• Your income information. This includes bank statements, a W-2 or pay stub and/or federal income tax return.

• If you filed a federal tax return, use tax return information from two years prior to the award year. FOR 
EXAMPLE, for the 2022-23 application cycle, you must use information from your 2020 tax return. 

• Additional financial information – such as child support statements, TANF or welfare information, real estate, 
stocks or bonds investments, family business or farm information. [MORE INFORMATION LATER]

• Your Social Security card or I-797 Form, if you have current or expired DACA status. (Optional)
• If you are a dependent student (most students under 24 years old), you will also need most of the above 

information for your parent(s).



Create your new account



Create your new account

• If you have a SSN, DACA, 
or ITIN, enter it here. If 
you don’t, leave blank.

• If you previously applied 
under a 980 WASFA ID 
and now have a SSN, 
DACA, or ITIN, enter both 
SSN, DACA, or ITIN and 
WASFA ID fields.

• If you previously applied 
and know your WASFA ID, 
enter that WASFA ID. 
(Unique nine-digit ID 
starting with 980)

• If you have never applied 
before and do not have a 
SSN, DACA, or ITIN nor a 
WASFA ID, leave all SSN, 
DACA, or ITIN and WASFA 
ID fields blank.

Make sure
your name,

DOB, SSN 
match!



Choose the right year

2022-2023 WA Appl ication for State Financial Aid (WASFA) Not Started

REMEMBER: 

You’ll fill out 
2022-23 
forms



Fill out your application

2022-2023 WA Application for State Financial Aid (WASFA)

Keep track of 
where you are 
in the 
application 
with this 
menu and 
avoid making 
mistakes

Keep track of 
where you are 
in the 
application by 
looking at the 
page number

Click on “Save & 
Continue” to move to 
the next page



Fill out your application

2022-2023 WA Application for State Financial Aid (WASFA)

Leave blank if you 
don’t have any of 
these numbers. You 
can still complete 
your application. 

No driver’s 
license? No 
problem! Just 
choose “No 
License” to move 
forward.



Fill out your application

2022-2023 WA Application for State Financial Aid (WASFA)



Fill out your application

2022-2023 WA Application for State Financial Aid (WASFA)

THIS CAN BE CONFUSING:
On Student Demographics 
section answer all
questions as they relate to the 
student only and those 
financially supported by the 
student only. This applies for 
number in college.

Example: If a student is 
unmarried with no children of 
their own, and is not financially
responsible for anyone else, the 
student’s household number is 
1, and the student’s number
in college is 1. Other family 
members, such as parents and 
siblings, will be captured in the
Parent’s section.

Check 
your 

answers!



Fill out your application – Washington State 
Residency 

Why is this 
important? 
It will determine your 
eligibility for in-state 
tuition and state 
financial aid

Choose  what applies 
to you. Be mindful 
that if you won’t have 
one of these diplomas 
by next June, eligibility 
for aid may be limited.

2022-2023 WA Application for State Financial Aid (WASFA)

01/01/2017



Fill out your application – Washington 
State Residency 

In this section you are 
certifying the answers
to: 
1. “Washington Residency 
Certification –
(WA High School 
Graduate)” 

2. “Certification Regarding 
Permanent
Residency Application and 
Related
Responsibilities”.

Choosing “I will not meet” 
will open questions for
you to answer regarding 
DACA.



Fill out your application – Washington 
State Residency 

On Residency Information answer 
all the residency questions 
carefully and accurately. 

If you answer “I will not meet the 
eligibility requirements” in this 
section, you will need to answer 
the DACA question, then click Save 
and Continue. 

If you answer “No” to the DACA 
question, continue filling out the 
WASFA to the end. Your school will 
determine if you meet eligibility 
based on the information you 
provide. 



Choose your educational plans

2022-2023 WA Application for State Financial Aid (WASFA)

HS Seniors: Even if 
you have dual 
enrollment or taken 
college credits (i.e. 
Running Start), you 
will choose this 
option.

Tip:
Because there are 
limited positions, say 
“Yes” to work study. 
You can decline later 
if you change your 
mind.



Dependency Questions

▪ Deceased, incarcerated parents 
or in foster care since age 13

▪ Emancipated or in legal 
guardianship (court 
intervention)

▪ Unaccompanied youth

▪ At risk or effectively 
experiencing homelessness

▪ Over 24 years of age
▪ Enrolled in graduate programs
▪ Married
▪ With dependents
▪ Actively serving in the U.S. 

armed forces (other than 
training)

If you answered “No” to all
questions, you are considered to be  
DEPENDENT and you will have to 
provide PARENT(S) information.

If you answered “Yes” to any
questions, you are considered to be 
INDEPENDENT and you will NOT 
have to provide parent(s) 
information.



Dependency Questions



Dependency Questions



Special circumstances
Some circumstances will be addressed while completing the financial aid application 
(FAFSA or WASFA). Others will require you to follow up with the financial aid office after 
completing the financial aid application.
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Within the application:
▪ No social security number
▪ Parents’ marital status and taxes

Prepare dependency override 
petition:

▪ Unable to locate parents

▪ Staying with family 
members/friends

Within application AND gather 

documentation:

▪ Homelessness
▪ Self-supporting
▪ Unaccompanied minor
▪ Foster Youth
▪ Deceased parents
▪ Incarcerated parents
▪ Emancipated, legal guardianship, 

ward of the court

Prepare special circumstance 
appeal:
▪ Changes in family income
▪ Unexpected/additional 

expenses

In the next pages you’ll get to 
address many of the 

circumstances listed on this slide.



Special circumstances

2022-2023 WA Application for State Financial Aid (WASFA)

If you are 
determined to be 
“dependent”, you 
will be required to 
answer questions 
about your parents.
However, you may 
be able to submit 
your application 
without
parent information 
if you experience 
certain. 



Special circumstances

In case you are 
unable to provide 
parent information, 
you’ll no be 
presented with 
parent questions.

2022-2023 WA Application for State Financial Aid (WASFA)



Student Income & Tax Data

In this section, 
answer all 
questions as they 
relate to
the student only, 
including additional
income and federal 
benefits. 

Don’t miss our 
financial handout 
that guides you 
through your tax 
returns and 
documents. 

2022-2023 WA Application for State Financial Aid (WASFA)

Enter your (and your spouse’s) income tax for 2019. Income tax amount is the total of IRS Form L1040 -line 
14 minus Schedule 2-line 2. If negative, enter a zero here. 

Student’s 2020 Income



Student Income & Tax Data

In this section, 
answer all 
questions as they 
relate to
the student only, 
including additional
income and federal 
benefits. 

Don’t miss our 
financial handout 
that guides you 
through your tax 
returns and 
documents. 

Student’s 2020 Income 



Student Income & Tax Data

In this section, 
answer all 
questions as they 
relate to
the student only, 
including additional
income and federal 
benefits. 

Don’t miss our 
financial handout 
that guides you 
through your tax 
returns and 
documents. 

Student’s 2020 Assets 



Student Income & Tax Data

In this section, 
answer all 
questions as they 
relate to
the student only, 
including additional
income and federal 
benefits. 

Don’t miss our 
financial handout 
that guides you 
through your tax 
returns and 
documents. 

Student’s 2020 Additional Financial Information  

Indicate the combined amounts of any  education credits such as American Opportunity , Hope and Lifet ime 

Learning tax  credits that you or your spouse, if applicable, qualified for on your income tax  return from IRS Form 1040 

Schedule 3-line 3 OR you can report  from Form 8863, Line 19



Student Income & Tax Data

In this section, 
answer all 
questions as they 
relate to
the student only, 
including additional
income and federal 
benefits. 

Don’t miss our 
financial handout 
that guides you 
through your tax 
returns and 
documents. 

Student’s 2020 Untaxed Income  

Schedule 1, add lines 15 + 19



Parent Information

In this section, 
answer all 
questions as they 
relate to the
parent(s) only, 
including additional
income and federal 
benefits. 

Don’t miss our 
financial handout 
that guides you 
through your tax 
returns and 
documents. 

Report members who will be 
supported financially from 7/1/22 
to 6/30/2023



Parent Information

In this section, 
answer all 
questions as they 
relate to the
parent(s) only, 
including additional
income and federal 
benefits. 

Don’t miss our 
financial handout 
that guides you 
through your tax 
returns and 
documents. 

01/01/2020

Indicate i f you became a  resident of this state before January 1, 2020



Parent Information

In this section, 
answer all 
questions as they 
relate to the
parent(s) only, 
including additional
income and federal 
benefits. 

Don’t miss our 
financial handout 
that guides you 
through your tax 
returns and 
documents. 

Enter your (and your spouse’s) income tax for 2020. Income tax amount is the total of IRS Form L1040 -line 
14 minus Schedule 2-line 2. If negative, enter a zero here. 

Parent’s 2020 Income Tax Return Information

Parents 2020 Income



Parent Information

If the family receives
federal benefits such 
as Medicaid,
SSI, food assistance, 
free or reduced
price school lunch or 
any other
assistance, those 
numbers will be
captured on this page 
under the
Parents’ 2019 or 2020 
Federal
Benefits Information.

Parents’ 2020 or 2021 Federal Benefits Information

Parents’ 2020 Assets



Parent Information

Parents’ 2020 Additional Financial  Information



Parent Information

Parents’ 2020 Untaxed Income



School Selection

Select the schools you are 
considering attending , even 
if you haven’t applied or
been accepted. You may 
choose up to 10 schools.
Give yourself back up 
options! This will signal 
schools that you are 
considering attending and it 
will allow you to get your 
financial aid application 
submitted by the financial 
aid priority
deadline schools might have 
in place.

If you don’t know what your 
housing plan will be, select 
“On Campus”. If you change 
your mind later, let the 
financial aid office know or 
make a correction on your 
WASFA account.



Preview your answers

This section gives you an 
opportunity to review all 
your answers by clicking 
on the View Form
button. You MUST open 
and preview this form 
before you can 
acknowledge that
the information is true 
and correct. 
The form will open in a 
separate tab. Once you 
have viewed it you can 
close the
window, check the box 
acknowledging your 
information is true and 
correct, then click on the 
Next button.

2022-2023 WA Application for State Financial Aid (WASFA)

Click open to 
view your form. 



Sign your forms

Electronic
Signature Consent 
& Disclosures.
Please read 
disclosures and 
select the “I 
consent to the use 
of an electronic 
signature option 
to complete and 
submit my 
application.”
Then click on the 
Next button.

2022-2023 WA Application for State Financial Aid (WASFA)



Sign your forms

Electronic Signature
Hardware & 
Software 
Requirements.
Please read the 
system requirements 
and select the “I 
acknowledge that my
computer supports 
the recommended
minimum hardware 
and software system
requirements needed 
for conducting an
electronic signature 
within this site.” 
Then click on the 
Next button.

2022-2023 WA Application for State Financial Aid (WASFA)



Sign your forms

2022-2023 WA Application for State Financial Aid (WASFA)

Student Name

Electronic Signature
Process. Please 
read the that state 
you are certifying 
the information you 
provided is
true and correct. 
Name and 
password
information entered 
must be exactly the
same as when you 
created your 
account.

Then click on the 
Next button.

In the next page, you 
will have to invite 
your parent to sign 
your application.



Sign your forms

2022-2023 WA Application for State Financial Aid (WASFA)

Once you complete the 
electronic signature
section, you will be 
redirected to the WASFA
home site. If you are an 
independent student
your application is 
complete and will be sent
to your prospective 
schools. YOU WILL NOT
RECEIVE AN EMAIL 
CONFIRMATION.
If you are a dependent
student, you will need
to invite one of your 
parents to electronically 
sign your application. To 
invite a parent click on
The button in the Actions 
column that is 
highlighted to the right.



Invite your parent to sign

Once you click on the 
“invite a parent to
sign an application” 
button in the
Actions column, it will 
bring up your
parent choices. Choose 
only one parent and 
make sure their email
address is correct. If 
necessary, correct
or update the email 
address, then click
on the Save and 
Continue button.

The parent email address cannot be the same email address as  

the student’s. The parent must use the email address entered here 
in order to create their parent account to be able to sign and 

submit the student’s application.

Choose parent to sign “2021-2022 WA Application for State Financial Aid (WASFA)”



Confirm parent selection

Once you click on 
the Save and
Continue button, 
it will ask you to 
confirm your 
parent selection. 
Check the box
confirming your 
parent selection, 
make sure the 
email address is 
correct, and
click on the 
Generate Portal 
Access and E-
Signature Email.



Parent Signature 

2022-2023 WA Application for State Financial Aid 
(WASFA)

Once you select the 
Generate Portal Access 
and E-Signature Email, 
it will redirect you
back to the WASFA 
home page where it 
will show your 
application is 
“Incomplete-Parent
Signature Pending”.

Once your parent has 
electronically signed
your application, your 
application will say 
completed.



Parent receives invitation to create 
account and sign application

Your parent will receive an email with a link to create their own account and to 
electronically sign your application. This link expires in 72 hours. If your link has 
expired, log back into your student account and send a new invitation.

Follow this link 
to create  
parent account



Create parent account

Once the parent clicks on the 
Parent Portal link in the email, 
it will bring them to this page 
to create an account. Their 
email address will already be 
pre-filled in the box.

Please save your password and 
answer to the secret question 
as you will have to use it again. 

Click on Continue once you 
have filled out all the
requested information.



Register parent account

IMPORTANT:
The birthdate and 
those 4 SSN digits 
MUST match
exactly what the 
student
entered on their 
application or the 
parent will not be able 
to create an account 
and sign
the application.



Review information

The parent should review the 
information the student has 
entered and click on Save and 
Continue on each page, all the 
way to the end of the 
application.
If any changes need to be
made, the parent may make
those changes at this time.



Parent signature
The parent is going to repeat the same steps the student 
did to complete the electronic signature process.

2022-2023 WA Application for State Financial Aid (WASFA)

Click open to 
view your form. 

The Preview My Forms
section is an opportunity 
to review all the
answers by clicking on the 
View Form button. You 
MUST open and preview 
this form before you can 
acknowledge that
the information is true 
and correct. The
form will open in a 
separate tab, once
you have viewed it you 
can close the
window, check the box 
acknowledging
your information is true 
and correct, and
click on the Next button.



Confirmation – Application submitted

2022-2023 WA Application for State Financial Aid 
(WASFA)

Completed on 10/1/2021

The WASFA application home page will now show the
application is complete and the date it was completed. You 
will not receive an email confirmation.



Next steps

▪ Once your application is complete, within 24 hours your information will be 
made available to all prospective schools listed in your application.

▪ The financial aid offices will use the information submitted in your WASFA to 
prepare a financial aid award package with the amount and types of state aid 
available.

▪ If you want to see what your Expected Family Contribution (EFC) is, log back 
into your account, open your Student Aid Report and scroll to the last page.

▪ If you have any more questions about the financial aid award process,
▪ timeline, please check with your school’s financial aid office.
▪ Only your school can provide you with this information.
▪ If you need to make any changes to your application once you have submitted 

it, please log back into the Student WASFA Home Page (see Returning Users 
instructions) and follow these steps:
➢ Select the application that needs to be updated
➢ Make the necessary changes
➢ Save your application
➢ Electronically re-sign your application, and if a parent previously signed your
➢ application, you will need to invite them to re-sign the application.
➢ You will not be able to edit your application and your schools will not be
➢ able to see your updated application until the parent signature is complete.



For assistance:

 888-535-0747 Option 2
 wasfa@wsac.wa.gov
 Monday-Friday 8am-4pm PST

Washington Student Achievement Council: 

Scholarship Services @ College Success Foundation:

 scholarshipservices@collegesuccessfoundation.org
 Monday-Friday 8:30am-4:30pm PST


