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Before you file your FAFSA: Create an FSA ID
What’s an FSA ID?
The FSA ID is a username and password you use to log in to the US 
Department of Ed (ED) online systems. The FSA ID is your legal signature and 
should not be created or used by anyone other than you.
You and a parent (if you are a dependent student) will need an FSA ID to file your 
FAFSA

Tips:
• Parent and student should use different email 

addresses

• If parent doesn’t have SSN, do not get an FSA ID (do 
not use ITIN)

• If multiple children, parents can use same FSA ID.

https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/filling-out/dependency


Before you file your FAFSA: Create an FSA ID
Visit to create an FSA IDFSAID.ED.GOV

You’ll need:

❑Username
❑Password
❑Social Security Number
❑Date of Birth
❑Email Address
❑Mailing address
❑Phone Number
❑Challenge questions and answers



Create a Username and Password

Once you arrive at 
the FSAID.ED.GOV website,

Go to the “Create an FSA ID” 
tab at the top and create a 
username and password

http://fsaid.ed.gov


Enter Personal Information

After creating your FSA ID, 
enter your:

• Full Name (as it appears on your 
social security card)

• First Name

• Middle Initial

• Last name

• Date of Birth

• Social Security Number



Enter Contact Information

Enter your:

• Email address
• Do not use your high 

school/college email address, you 
want to use an email you can 
access after you graduate

• Mobile phone number

• Alternative phone number

• Permanent mailing address

• Language preference



Fill out Challenge Questions

Remember to write down 
your answers to the 
challenge questions if you 
ever forget your login 
information!

TIP: Choose questions with 
only ONE answer that will 
withstand time



Confirm and Verify your FSA ID

Review all the information 
make sure everything is 
accurate

Confirm and verify your 
email address and phone 
number, and your FSA ID is 
complete!
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Getting Started

Go to www.fafsa.gov

New users select 

Returning Users select 

Start Here

Log In

http://www.fafsa.gov/


Login

Select who logging in to 
the FAFSA application

Login options:

• I am the student

• I am a parent

• I am a preparer (outside 
3rd party filling out the 
form)



“I am the student” Login View
Use FSA ID to login



“I am the student” Login View
OR use personal identifiers to log-in



“I am a parent or preparer” Login View
Use Student Info to login



Starting the FAFSA
Select the application year

Be sure to select the right 
academic year

Start the 2022-2023 FAFSA

First Last's



Create a Save Key
Create a 4-8 character Save Key
The Save Key allows an applicant to 
save their Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA®) form and return 
later to complete and submit the 
application.

The application is saved for 45 days, 
unless the applicant submits their 
application for processing prior to that.

Additionally, the Save Key provides 
applicants a way to share access to 
their FAFSA form or correction if their 
parent(s) needs to add information or 
sign it.

Click Here to Learn More

https://studentaid.gov/help/create-save-key


FAFSA Application Sections

As you move through the 
application, the menu at the top 
will tell you what section you are 
on in the FAFSA application

FAFSA TIP:

If you have any questions while 
filing your FAFSA, hover above 
the icon?
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Student Demographics

The first section is Student 
Demographics

Enter the following information:
• Student Name

• Enter your full name exactly as it 
appears on your social security card

• Student Social Security Number
• Student Date of Birth

Make sure to double check that your 
social security number, date of 
birth, and name are all CORRECT



Student Email and Phone

Enter the 
student's:

• Email address

• Telephone 
number



Student Address

Add student’s permanent 
mailing address

Click Here to Learn More

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/mailing-address


Student Residency and Eligibility

Have you lived in Washington for 
at least 5 years?

If yes, select YES

If no, provide your state of legal 
residence

If your legal residence is in a 
foreign country, select “FOREIGN 
COUNTRY”
SOURCE: studentaid.gov

Learn more about Washington State Residency Requirements

Select

your state

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/state-legal-residence
https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/state-legal-residence
https://wsac.wa.gov/sites/default/files/SB5194OfficalGuidance.pdf


Student Residency and Eligibility

Are you a U.S Citizen? 
• Yes, I am a U.S Citizen (or U.S 

National)

• No, but I am an eligible non-citizen

• No, I am not a citizen or eligible 
non citizen

Note: If you are neither a U.S Citizen or an 
eligible noncitizen, you are not eligible for 
federal student aid. But you may still 
qualify for WA state aid. 

Take the eligibility questionnaire to find out!

https://studentaid.gov/help/eligible-noncitizen
https://wsac.wa.gov/WASFAelig


Student Education

Select an answer from the list 
below:

What does this mean?

High School Diploma

This means you have received or will receive a 
U.S. high school diploma, or a foreign school 
diploma that’s equivalent to a U.S. high school 
diploma before the first date of your 
enrollment in a college or career school.

GED certificate or state authorized 
high school equivalent certificate

This means you have received or will receive a 
General Educational Development (GED) 
certificate, or state authorized high school 
equivalent certificate before the first date of 
your enrollment in a college or career school. 
A state authorized high school equivalent 
certificate is a certificate that the issuing state 
recognizes as the equivalent of a high school 
diploma in that state. Note: A high school 
certificate of attendance and/or a certificate of 
completion are NOT the equivalent of a high 
school diploma.

Home Schooled This means you’ve completed home schooling 
at the secondary level regulated by your state.

None of the Above

This means you don’t have a high school 
diploma, GED, or equivalent, and didn’t 
complete secondary school in a home school 
setting.

SOURCE: studentaid.gov

What will your high school completion status be when you 
begin college in the 2022-2023 school year?

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/high-school-completion


Student Education

Select an answer from the list 
below:

What does this mean?

1st bachelor's degree
If you are planning on attending a 4-year institution for 
the 22-23 school year, you will likely be pursuing your 1st

bachelor’s degree

2nd bachelor's degree
If you already obtained a bachelor’s degree and are 
pursuing a second bachelor's degree for the 22-
23 school year, select this option

Associate degree (occupational or 
technical program)

If you are planning on attending a 2-year institution or 
career/vocational school for the 22-23 school year, you 
will likely be pursuing your associate's degree

Associate degree (general 
education or transfer program)

If you are planning on attending a 2-year institution with 
the intent on transferring to a 4-year institution, select 
this option

Certificate/diploma for less than 2 
yr. program

If you are not pursuing a degree, but you are enrolled in 
a certificate or diploma program for less than 2 years for 
the 22-23 school year select this option

Certificate/diploma for 2 yr. or 
longer program

If you are not pursuing a degree, but you are enrolled in 
a certificate or diploma program for longer than 2 years 
for the 22-23 school year, select this option

Teaching credential program
If you are enrolled in a teaching credential program for 
the 22-23 school year, select this option

Graduate/professional degree
If you are pursuing a graduate/professional degree for 
the 22-23 school year, select this option

Other/undecided
If the degree/certificate you are pursuing is not listed, or 
you are unsure of what degree/certificate you will 
pursue for the 22-23 school year, select this option

What college degree or certificate will you be working on in 
the 2022-2023 school year?

SOURCE: studentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/degree-certificate


Student Education
Will you have your first bachelor’s degree before you begin 

the 2022-23 school year?

SOURCE: studentaid.gov

Select an answer from the list 
below:

What does this mean?

Yes

Select “Yes” if you have or will have 
a bachelor’s degree or a degree that 
is equal to a bachelor’s degree from 
a school in another country by July 

1, 2022.

No

Select “No” if you don’t and won’t 
have a bachelor’s degree or an 

equivalent degree by July 1, 2022.

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/first-bachelors


Student Education

Select an answer from the list below: What does this mean?

Never attended college/1st yr.

If you are a current high school senior (graduating in 
June 2022) or have never attended college before, 
even if you have taken running start, AP/IB, or dual 
enrollment courses, you will select this option

Attended college before/ 1st yr. If you have attended college before, but did not 
complete your 1st year of college, select this option

2nd yr./sophomore
If you are currently in or have completed your 1st year 
of college, and are heading into your 2nd year for the 
22-23 school year, select this option

3rd yr./junior
If you are currently in or have completed your 2nd 
year of college, and are heading into your 3rd year for 
the 22-23 school year, select this option

4th yr./ senior
If you are currently in or have completed your 2nd 
year of college, and are heading into your 3rd year for 
the 22-23 school year, select this option

5th yr. / other undergraduate
If you are currently in or have completed your 4th year 
of college, and are heading into your 5th year or
beyond for the 22-23 school year, select this option

1st yr. college graduate/professional 
(MBA, MD, PHD, etc.)

If you are currently in or have completed your 
undergraduate degree, and are heading into your 1st

year of a graduate/professional program for the 22-
23 school year, select this option

Continuing graduate/professional or 
beyond (MBA, MD, PHD, etc.)

If you have completed some graduate/professional 
level coursework and are continuing a
graduate/professional program for the 22-23 school 
year, select this option

What will your college grade level be when you begin the 2022-2023 school year?

SOURCE: studentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/college-grade-level


Student Education

What is Work Study?
A federal/state student aid program that provides part-time 
employment while the student is enrolled in school to help pay his or 
her education expenses. The student must seek out and apply for 
work-study jobs at his or her school. The student will be paid directly 
for the hours he or she works and the amount he or she earns cannot 
exceed the total amount awarded by the school for the award year. 
The availability of work-study jobs varies by school

SOURCE: studentaid.gov

If you select “Yes” to be considered for work-
study, you are not guaranteed a work-study 
position. You are only indicating to the financial 
aid office that you are interested in a work-study 
position. If you are later offered a work-study 
position, you may accept or decline.

Are you interested in being considered for work-study?

https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/types/work-study


Student Selective Service

The FAFSA will ask you if you are a male, or a 
female (as listed on birth certificate). Those 
who select “male” will be presented with a 
question regarding Selective Service.

NOTE: The response to this question is used to 
determine if the user needs to register with the 
Selective Service System. The answer to the 
Selective Service question will not impact the 
applicant’s eligibility to receive federal student 
aid.
SOURCE: s tudentaid.gov

What is Selective Service?

A draft is the mandatory enrollment of individuals into 
the armed forces. The United States military has been 
all-volunteer since 1973. But an Act of 
Congress could still reinstate the draft in case of a 
national emergency. The Selective Service System is the 
agency that registers men and is responsible for 
running a draft.

SOURCE: usa.gov

Are you registered with the Selective Service System?

If no - Do you want us to register you with the selective service system?

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/want-register-selective-service
https://www.sss.gov/
https://www.usa.gov/selective-service


Student Driver's License
Enter the student driver's license number (if they have one)

Use only numbers (0-9), letters (A-Z), dashes (-), asterisks (*), 
or blanks (spaces). An asterisk is not allowed in the first 
position, and the answer cannot contain all asterisks.

And provide the state that issued the license

*If you do not have a drivers license, 
leave the field blank.

Driver's 
License 
Number

SOURCE: studentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/drivers-license-state


Student Foster Care

Select “YES” if you are a foster 
youth or were at any time in the 
foster care system

Select “NO” if you are not a foster 
youth or were not at any time in 
the foster care system

If you are not sure if you were in 
foster care, check with your state 
child welfare agency. You can find 
contact information for your state 
child welfare agency here.
SOURCE: studentaid.gov

Are you a foster youth, or were you at any 
time in the foster care system?

https://www.childwelfare.gov/nfcad/
https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/foster-care


Parent Education Completion

Select the highest level of 
education completed by your 
parent(s)

For this question, "parent" means 
your birth or adoptive parent. 

Do not answer this question about 
a stepparent, legal guardian, or 
foster parent unless they have 
legally adopted the student
SOURCE: s tudentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/parent-education


Student Eligibility Worksheet

SOURCE: studentaid.gov

Have you ever received federal student aid?

Select an answer from the 
list below:

What does this mean?

Yes

Select “Yes” if you’ve received 
federal student grants, Federal 
Work-Study funds, or federal 
student loans.

No

Select “No” if you’ve never
• attended college or career 

school; or
• received federal student 

grants, work-study funds, 
or federal student loans

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/received-federal-aid


Student Eligibility Worksheet

SOURCE: studentaid.gov

Have you ever been convicted for the possession or sale of illegal drugs for an offense that 
occurred while you were receiving federal student aid (grants, work study funds, and/or loans?)

Select an answer from 
the list below:

What does this mean?

Yes

Select “Yes” if you have been convicted for 
the possession or sale of illegal drugs for an 
offense that occurred while you were 
receiving federal student aid

**NOTE: If you select “Yes,” additional 
questions will display. Regardless of your 
answers, based on a new federal law, you 
will still be eligible for federal student aid.

No

Select “No” if
• you’ve never received federal student 

aid;
• you’ve never had a conviction for 

possessing or selling illegal drugs;
• the conviction wasn’t a state or federal 

offense;
• the conviction occurred before you 

were 18 years of age and you weren’t 
tried as an adult;

• the conviction was removed from your 
record; or

• the offense that led to your conviction 
didn’t occur during a period of 
enrollment for which you were 
receiving federal student aid (grants, 
work-study funds, or loans).

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/drug-conviction
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Search for High School

Enter the name, city and state that for 
your high school where you received 
or will receive your high school 
diploma and click Search

SOURCE: studentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/high-school-name-location


The FAFSA will generate 
a list of schools

Select the circle by your 
high school where you 
received or will receive 
your high school 
diploma

High School Search Results

Click                        to confirm your high schoolContinue



College Selection
In the “School Selection” section, search for all the 
schools you are interested in applying to or are 
planning on attending in the 2022-2023 school year

You may search for the schools using federal school 
codes, or you may additionally search using the state 
and city that the institution is in

• You may select up to 10 schools at a time

Interested in applying to more than 10 schools?

Once your FAFSA is processed (3-5 days) you will:
1. Log-in to your FAFSA account
2. Select “Make FAFSA Corrections”
3. Remove some of the colleges listed on your FAFSA
4. Add additional schools you’d like to send your 

FAFSA to
5. Submit your corrections

SOURCE: s tudentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/help/more-ten-colleges


College Search Results

The college search results will 
look like this:

Check the boxes for the colleges 
you are interested in applying 
to/planning on attending for the 
2022-2023 academic year



Select Colleges and Housing Plans
Once you select the colleges you want to 
send your FAFSA to, select your housing plans 
for the 2022-2023 school year for each school

Select an answer from the list 
below:

What does this mean?

On Campus

Select “on campus” if you intend on 
living in on campus housing (provided 
by the school). If you are unsure of 
your housing plans, select this option. 
You may notify your financial aid office 
if your plans change

With Parent
Select “with parent(s)” if you intend to 
live with your parent(s)

Off Campus
Select “off campus” if you intend on 
living off campus, but not with 
your parents

NOTE: If your housing plans later change, make sure to 
update your FAFSA or let your financial aid office know!

SOURCE: studentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/review-and-correct/correct
https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/housing-plans


College Scorecard
FAFSA TIP: To learn more information 
about the college you are planning on 
attending, click 

when you’re adding schools to see 
the school’s score card

View College INFO



College Scorecard
FAFSA TIP: Look closely at these pieces of 
data which will give you an insight on how 
students fare at the institution

The college scorecard will show you…

Net Price Average: How much, on average, 
students/families are left to pay on their own after 
financial aid is applied

Graduation Rate: The percentage of first-year 
undergraduate students who complete their 
program/graduate from this school (may be affected 
by students transferring to another school or 
dropping out)

Retention Rate: The percentage of first-year 
undergraduate students who continue at the school 
the next following year

Transfer Rate: The percentage of first-year 
undergraduate students who transfer to another 
school

Use the College Scorecard to:

• Help you craft questions to an admissions counselor when 
exploring your options

• Gauge how students are succeeding/supported at the 
school

• To factor into your decision-making process when deciding 
what school you may be attending

• Determine what resources you may need if you attend
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Student Marital Status

Enter the student’s marital status as 
of the day you are filing the FAFSA

Select an answer from the list 
below:

What does this mean?

I am single You are unmarried 

I am married/remarried You are legally married

I am separated

You were married, but have 
separated from your partner, though 
your marriage has not been legally 
dissolved via a divorce

I am divorced or widowed
You were married, and have legally 
divorced

What is your (student) marital status as of today?

SOURCE: studentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/marital-status


Dependents: Student’s Children

Select an answer from the list 
below

What does this mean?

YES

Select “YES” if you have children and they 
are receiving more than half of their support 
from you (and if married, your spouse)

Select “YES” if you are expecting a child who 
will be born before or during the 2022-23 
award year, and you (and if married, your 
spouse) will provide more than half of the 
child’s support

NO
Select “NO” if you do not have children.

“NO” if your children are not receiving more 
than half of their support from you (and if 
married, your spouse)

SOURCE: studentaid.gov

Do you have or will you have children who will receive more 
than half of their support from you between July 1st, 2022 and 
June 30th, 2023?

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/children


Student’s Other Dependents

Select an answer from the list 
below

What does this mean?

YES

Select “YES” if other people (not the
student’s children or spouse) live with the 
student. These other dependents must also 
be receiving more than half of their support 
from the student and will continue to 
receive more than half of their support from 
you through June 30th, 2023

NO

Select “NO” if the student does not have 
dependents (other than their children or 
spouse). 

Also select “NO” if you have dependents, 
but they are not receiving more than half of 
their support from the student

SOURCE: studentaid.gov

Do you have dependents (other than your children or 
spouse) who live with you and who receive more than half 
of their support from you now through June 30th, 2023?

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/dependents-not-children


Student Dependency Questions

SOURCE: studentaid.gov

Answer the following questions to determine if you are 
required to provide information about your parents on your 
FAFSA. Check all that apply or check none of the above

If the student checks any of the 
following boxes, or answered yes to 
any of the questions linked here, the 
student will…

• Be considered an independent 
student 

• The student will not need to provide 
parent information on the FAFSA

https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/filling-out/dependency
https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/filling-out/dependency


Student Dependency – ADDITIONAL INFO REQUIRED

If the student answers “YES” or check a box for the following questions, the 
student will be considered an INDEPENDENT STUDENT and will not need to 
provide parent information on the FAFSA

IMPORTANT NOTE: Student will have to provide additional information to 
the financial aid office if they answer YES/check a box for these questions 
for their financial aid application to be complete. This process must be done 
every year the student is applying for financial aid. Start collecting 
paperwork confirming your circumstances today

On or after July 1st, 2021, were you homeless or were you 
self-supporting and at risk of being homeless?

2021



Student Household Info
If the student indicates they are:

• Married; or,

• Have any dependents

FASFA will calculate your household size based 
on your marital status and how many 
dependents you care for

Household size includes:
❑ Yourself

❑ Your Spouse (if married)

❑ Your Children (even if they do not live with you, 
they are under the age of 23 and ONLY IF you 
provide more than half of their support from July 
1st, 2022-June 30th, 2023)

❑ Any other people IF…
a) They now live with you; and

b) You provide more than half of their support; and
c) You will continue to provide more than half of their 

support from July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023



Student Number in College
How many people in your household (as 
reported above) will be college students 
between July 1st, 2022 and June 30th, 2023?

You will include yourself, and others in your 
household if they will attend at least half-time 
in 22-23 in a program that leads to a college 
degree/certificate.
SOURCE: studentaid.gov

Parents should not be included. If you have 
questions, contact your financial aid office to 
see if they’ll allow you to do so.

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/student-household-college


Able, Unable or Unwilling to Provide Parent Info
Scenario​ You will select the following 

answer:​
Heads up​

Able to provide 
parent(s)information​

❑ "I will provide parent information"​ No follow up required​

Unable to provide 
parent(s)information​

❑ "I am unable to provide 
parent(s)information”​

❑ “I have a special circumstances and I 
am unable to provide parent(s) 
information”​

❑ “I understand I must follow up with 
the financial aid administrator after I 
submit the FAFSA.”​

- No EFC calculated​
- Follow up with 
the financial aid office; 
supporting 
documentation required​

Parents Unwilling to 
provide 
parent(s)information​

❑ "I am unable to provide 
parent(s)information"

❑ "I do not have a special 
circumstance, but I am unable to 
provide information about my 
parent(s)"

❑ Not a l l situations are a special ci rcumstance. 
The following would not be considered a 
special ci rcumstance:

❑ You do not live w/ your parents
❑ Your parents don’t provide you with 

financial support
❑ Your parents refuse to contribute to 

your col lege expenses
❑ Your parents don’t claim you as a 

dependent on their income tax 
return

❑ Your parents do no want to provide 
their information on your application

- Very limited funding 
available​
- Some financial aid 
offices may consider an 
appeal if stepparent 
refuses to provide 
information.​

If you are unable to provide parent information or are 
an independent student,

CLICK HERE to proceed to the STUDENT FINANCIAL 
SECTION

SOURCE: studentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/help/special-circumstance
https://studentaid.gov/help/special-circumstance
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DEMOGRAPHICS
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Which parent information do I report?

https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/filling-out/parent-info


Whose information should you provide?
• This help text will help you identify whose information you need to enter into your FAFSA application

Learn more here: studentaid.gov

Select an answer from the list 
below

What does this mean?

My parents live together 
(married or unmarried)

You need to report both parent information 
on your FAFSA application

My parents are divorced or 
separated, and I live with one 
parent more than the other

Report parent information for the parent 
(and step parent if remarried) that you live 

with more than half of the time

My parents are divorced or 
separated and I live with both 

parents equally

Report parent information for the parent 
(and step parent if remarried) that provides 
more than 50% of financial support. If both 

provide an equal amount (50/50) of financial 
support, you can select which parent info to 

provide

I was legally adopted
Provide info on the FAFSA for adoptive 

parent(s)

https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/filling-out/parent-info


Parent Marital Status

Select an answer from the list 
below:

What does this mean?

Never Married Student’s parent has never been married

Unmarried and both legal 
parents living together

“Unmarried and both legal parents living together” 
means that both of your legal parents (biological and/or 

adoptive) aren’t married to each other but live in the 
same household. If your legal parents are divorced but 

living together, select “Unmarried and both legal parents 
living together.”

Married or Remarried

“Married or remarried” doesn’t include parents who are 
living together who aren’t otherwise legally married unless 

your parents’ state of legal residence recognizes their 
relationship as a common law marriage. Additionally, if one 
of your parents is widowed or divorced and has remarried, 
choose “Married or remarried” and answer the questions 

about that parent and your stepparent.

Divorced or Separated

For FAFSA purposes, “Separated” includes a married 
couple who is considered legally separated by a state, or 

if the couple is legally married but has chosen to live 
separate lives, including living in separate households, as 

though they weren’t married. If your parents are 
separated but living together, select “Married or 

remarried,” not “Divorced or separated.”

Widowed
Student’s parent is widowed, meaning the living parent’s 

spouse has passed away. 

As of today, what is the marital status of your parents?

SOURCE: studentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/parent-marital-status


Custodial Parent

Select an answer from the list 
below:

What does this mean?

Never Married
Student’s parent has never been 
married

Divorced or Separated
Student’s parents are legally 
divorced, or separated and are not 
living together

Widowed
Student’s parent is widowed, 
meaning the living parent’s spouse 
has passed away

If the student selects one of the following options 
below, then the student will have to select which 
parent’s information they will provide on the FAFSA

Which parent information do I provide?

The student will provide the information of their custodial 
parent (The parent with whom the student lives with more than 
half of the time and parent who provides more than half of 
financial support)

If your parents support you 50/50, you may choose whose 
parent info to provide



Personal Information for Parent

Provide parent information in the Parent Demographics
section:

• Parent Name
• Enter your full name exactly as it appears on your social 

security card

• Parent Social Security Number

• If your parent does not have a social security number, enter 
all zeroes (000-00-000)

• Do not use ITIN

• Parent Date of Birth

• Parent email address (must be different from student’s 
email address

Remember: according to FAFSA, “parents” refers to 
biological or adoptive only!

Make sure to double check that your social security 
number, date of birth, and name are all CORRECT



Personal Information for Other Parent

Provide parent information for student’s other parent 
in the Parent Demographics Section

• Parent last name, first initial
• Enter your full name exactly as it appears on your social security card

• Parent Social Security Number
• If your parent does not have a social security number, 

enter all zeroes (000-00-000) 
• Do not use ITIN

• Parent Date of Birth
• Parent email address

Select an answer from the list 
below:

What does this mean?

Unmarried and both legal 
parents living together

Student’s legal parents are 
unmarried, but living together

Married or Remarried
Student’s parents are married, or 
have remarried

If the student selects one of the options below, 
they will have to provide information for BOTH 
custodial parents



Parent State of Legal Residence
Have your parents lived in 
Washington for at least 5 years?

If yes, select YES

If no, provide your parent(s)’ state 
of legal residence 

If your parent(s) legal residence is 
in a foreign country, select 
“FOREIGN COUNTRY”
SOURCE: studentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/parent-state-legal-residence
https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/parent-state-legal-residence


Parent’s/Parents’ dependents
The FAFSA will ask for your 
parent’s/parents’ dependents. 
Include the following:
Your parent’s other children (even if they do not live 
with your parents) IF…

a) Your parents will provide more than half of their 
financial support from July 1, 2022 – June 30th, 
2023

b) NOTE: DO NOT include yourself in this count

Any other people IF…
a) They now live with your parents; and,

b) Your parents provide more than half of their 
financial support; and,

c) Your parents will continue to provide more than 
half of their support from July 1, 2022 – June 30, 
2023



Parent Household Information 

The FAFSA will auto calculate your 
household size. Please review to 
ensure accuracy

SOURCE: studentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/parent-household-size


Number in College
How many people in your parents’ household (as 
reported above) will be college students 
between July 1st, 2022 and June 30th, 2023?

You will include yourself, and others in 
your household if they will attend at 
least half-time in 2022-23 in a program 
that leads to a college degree/certificate
SOURCE: studentaid.gov

NOTE: If your parent is a college student, 
you WILL NOT include them in this count 

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/student-household-college


PARENT 
FINANCIALS
Quick Links

IRS Data Retrieval Tool

Parent IRS Info

Parent Income from Work

Parent Simplified Path Determination

Parent Tax Questions for Tax Filers Only

Additional financial Info

Parent Untaxed Income

Parent Tax Filing Status

Parent Assets



Parent Tax Filing Status

Select an answer from the list 
below:

What does this mean?

Already completed
The student’s parent(s) already filed 

their 2020 taxes

Will file
The student’s parent(s) have not 
filed their 2020 taxes, but will file 

their 2020 taxes 

Not going to file
The student’s parent(s) will not file

their 2020 taxes

For 2020, have your parents completed their 
IRS income tax return or another tax return?

SOURCE: studentaid.gov

NOTE: If parent(s) filed an IRS 1040-SR for the purposes of the FAFSA 
form, answer that they filed an IRS 1040

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/student-filed-taxes


Parent Tax Filing Status

Select an answer from the list 
below:

What does this mean?

IRS 1040
If your parent(s) have filed, or will file a IRS 

1040 income tax return for 2020, select 
this option

A foreign tax return, IRS 1040NR
If your parent(s) have filed, or will file a  

foreign tax return, IRS 1040NR income tax 
return for 2020, select this option

A tax return with Puerto Rico, a us 
territory, or Freely Associated State

If your parent(s) have filed, or will file a IRS 
a tax return with Puerto Rico, a US 

territory, or a Freely Associated State, 
select this option

What type of income tax return did your 
parents file for 2020?

SOURCE: studentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/parent-tax-return-type


Parent Tax Filing Status

Select an answer from the list below:

Single

Head of Household

Married, Filed Joint Return

Married, Filed Separate Return

Qualifying Widower

Don’t Know

For 2020, what is your parents tax filing status 
according to their tax return?

If your parents filed an IRS 1040 TAX RETURN, the filing status is located on the 
top of the form

SOURCE: studentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/parent-tax-filing-status


Parent Eligible for the IRS Data Retrieval Tool
If your parent(s) is/are eligible for the IRS Data Retrieval tool, the FAFSA will let you know 
by showing this message.

LEARN MORE: studentaid.gov

WHO CAN USE IT?​
• Must have valid Social Security Number​

• Must have filed 2020 federal tax returns; no amendments.​

• No change to marital status since 12/31/2020​

• Must have filed as single or married filing jointly​

WHO CAN’T USE IT?​

• Those married filing separately​

• Those married filing as head of household​

• Those unmarried and living together​

• Filed using ITIN​

• Foreign tax returns​

• Victims of identity theft

NOTE: If you are not eligible for the IRS Data Retrieval Tool, you will 
have to input financial information in the FAFSA manually

If you are filling out the FAFSA manually, click here to skip 
to the manually entering tax/income information section

https://studentaid.gov/help-center/answers/article/what-is-irs-drt


Log In to the IRS Data Retrieval Tool
If parent(s) decide to use IRS Data Retrieval Tool, sign in using FSA ID and proceed to IRS site  

LEARN MORE: studentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/help-center/answers/article/what-is-irs-drt


Arriving at IRS Site

Once you click “Link to IRS” on the 
FAFSA, it will redirect you to the IRS 
site

• Retrieve your tax information from 
the IRS site by entering information 
from your 2020 tax return 
• Make sure this information matches 

what is on the tax return: 
• Social security number, date of birth, 

and address

• Street address can be tricky!
• St. does not match ST or Street, so 

double check!



Transferring Data from IRS Data Retrieval Tool

If tax information is 
available, select the first 
statement to transfer to 
your FAFSA

Then, Click Transfer Now



Back to the FAFSA – Data Transfer Confirmation

NOTE: Transferred tax 
information will not be 
viewable on the FAFSA or SAR

For all data transferred from 
the IRS, it will appear on your 
FAFSA/SAR as “Transferred 
from the IRS”



Manually entering tax/income information
Parent(s) Adjusted Gross Income

Report from IRS 1040 (2020), Line 11 What was your parents adjusted gross income for 2020?

https://www.irs.gov/e-file-providers/definition-of-adjusted-gross-income


Parent Income
Scenario 1: IF Schedule 1 and Schedule K-1 were filed:
Report amount from IRS 1040 line 1 if filing single/If filing jointly, then, 
refer to W2 lines 1+8  for each parent

PLUS Box 14 from Schedule K-1 (ONLY IF IT IS CODE A)

PLUS lines 3 + 6 from Schedule 1

LEARN MORE: studentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/parent-how-much-earn


Parent Income

Scenario 2: If neither schedule was filed

Report from W2 form(2020), Box 1 + 8, "Wages, tips and 
other compensations"

LEARN MORE: studentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/parent-how-much-earn


Parent Income Tax
Enter the amount of your parent(s)' income tax for 2020

Report from Form 1040 (2020), Line 14

Subtract with Schedule 2, Line 2 (if filed)

LEARN MORE: studentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/parent-total-income-tax


Schedule 1

Select "NO" if...
• Your parent did not file a schedule 1

• Your parent filed a schedule 1 to report any of 
the following:
• Unemployment compensation
• Educator expenses
• IRA deductions
• Student loan deduction
• Alaska Permanent Fund Dividend
• Virtual currency

SOURCE: studentaid.gov

You indicated that your parent(s) filed an IRS 1040. 

Did your parent(s) file a schedule 1?

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/parent-schedule-1


Dislocated Worker

A parent may be considered a dislocated worker if he or she

• is receiving unemployment benefits due to being laid off or losing a job 
and is unlikely to return to a previous occupation;

• has been laid off or received a lay-off notice from a job;

• was self-employed but is now unemployed due to economic conditions 
or natural disaster;

• is the spouse of an active-duty member of the U.S. armed forces and has 
experienced a loss of employment because of relocating due to 
permanent change in duty station;

• is the spouse of an active-duty member of the U.S. armed forces and is 
unemployed or underemployed, and is experiencing difficulty in 
obtaining or upgrading employment; or

• is a displaced homemaker. A displaced homemaker is generally a person 
who previously provided unpaid services to the family (for example: a 
stay-at-home mom or dad), is no longer supported by the spouse, is 
unemployed or underemployed, and is having trouble finding or 
upgrading employment.

As of today, are either of your parents a dislocated worker?

SOURCE: fafsa.gov

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/parent-dislocated-worker


Benefits

Check all that apply to you/your family for 2019 or 2020

In 2020 or 2021, did you, your parent(s), or anyone in your 
parent(s)' household receive benefits from any of the federal 
benefits programs listed below?

Check all that apply

Medicaid

Supplemental Security Income (SSI)

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP)

Free or Reduced Priced Lunch

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families 
(TANF)

Special Supplemental Nutrition Program 
for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC)

None of the Above

NOTE: You do not have to report amounts, you must verify whether 
you/your family has received these benefits

SOURCE: studentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/parent-federal-benefits


Combat Pay
(Only enter taxable combat pay included in your parents adjusted gross income)

If your parent is an...

Entitled person and warrant officer – combat pay is non-taxable and you should report zero 
for combat pay or special combat pay

Commissioned officer – combat pay in excess of the highest enlisted person's pay (plus 
imminent danger/hostile fire pay) is taxable, you should report their combat pay

SOURCE: studentaid.gov

To calculate the taxable amount:

• Use the total combat pay from your service person's leave and earnings 
statements

• subtract the untaxed portion, which is reported in the W2 form (2020) box 12 
of the W2 form with code Q

IF
CODE Q

Did your parent(s) receive combat pay or special combat pay for 2020? 

LEARN MORE: studentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/student-combat-pay
https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/student-combat-pay


College Grants/Scholarships Reported

Report on the FAFSA any college 
grants/scholarships that were reported in 
your parent(s)' income to the IRS, 
including:
• Grants

• Scholarships

• Waivers/Remissions

• Fellowships/Assistantships (grant or scholarship 
portions)

• AmeriCorps education awards

• AmeriCorps living allowances (but not insurance or 
childcare payments

• AmeriCorps interest accrual payments (for student 
loan interest during the student's or spouse's 
AmeriCorps term of service)

SOURCE: studentaid.gov

Did your parent(s) report any college grant/scholarships to the 
IRS in their income for 2020?

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/student-grants-scholarships


Education Credits
Did your parent(s) report any education credits (American 
Opportunity Tax Credit or Lifetime Learning Tax Credit) for 2020?

Report from Schedule 3, line 3

LEARN MORE: studentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/student-education-credits


Untaxed portions of 
IRA Distributions Pensions

Report from IRS Form 1040 (2020)lines (4a+5a)-(4b+5b) 

Did your parent(s) have any untaxed portions of IRA distributions and 
pensions reported for 2020?

LEARN MORE: studentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/parent-untaxed-ira-distributions-pensions


IRA Deductions and Payments 
to Self-Employed

Report from Schedule 1, add lines 15+19

Did your parent(s) have any IRA deductions and payments to self-
employed SEP SIMPLE, Keogh and other qualified plans for 2020?

LEARN MORE: studentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/parent-ira-deductions


Tax Exempt Interest Income
Did your parent(s) have tax exempt interest income for 2020?

Report from IRS 1040 (2020), Line 2A

LEARN MORE: studentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/parent-tax-exempt-interest-income


Child Support Paid

Enter the total amount of child 
support your parent(s) paid in 2020 
because of separation or as a result of 
a legal requirement

NOTE: Do not include child support for 
children in your parent(s) household

Did your parent(s) pay any child support in 2020 because 
of divorce or separation, or as a result of a legal 
requirement?

SOURCE: studentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/student-child-support-paid


Cooperative Education Program

Report the total amount of income 
that your parents reported from work 
under a Cooperative Education 
Program offered by a college

Did your parent(s) have any earnings from work under a 
Cooperative Education Program offered by a college for 
2020?

SOURCE: studentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/student-cooperative-education-program


Taxable Earnings From Need-based Employment Programs

Enter the total amount of taxable 
earnings your parents received from:

• Federal work-study

• Need based employment portions of 
fellowships and assistantships

Did your parents receive any taxable earnings from need-
based employment programs?

LEARN MORE: studentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/student-need-based-employment


Child Support Received

Enter the cash value of any child 
support received for all children in 
the household

NOTE: Do not include foster care or adoption payments

Did your parent(s) receive any child support in 2020?

LEARN MORE: studentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/student-child-support-received


Allowances Received

Enter the total cash value of housing, 
food and any other living allowances
your parent(s) received in 2020 (often paid 
to military, clergy and others)

NOTE: Do not include rent subsidies for low-income 
housing, the value of on-base military housing, or the 
value of basic military allowance for housing

Did your parents receive any housing, food or other living 
allowances provided to members of the military, clergy and 
others in 2020?

SOURCE: studentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/student-allowances


Payments to Tax Deferred 
Pensions/Retirement Savings
Did your parents make any payments to tax-deferred 
pension and retirement savings (paid directly or withheld 
from earnings) in 2020?

Report from your W-2 Forms

Add boxes 12a – 12 D (Report only codes D, E, F, G, H, and S. 
DO NOT include code DD)

SOURCE: studentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/student-tax-deferred-pension


Veterans Non-Education Benefits

Report any veteran non-education benefits received by your 
parents

Veteran non-educational benefits include:

• Disability

• Death Pension

• Dependency & Indemnity Compensation (DIC)

• VA Educational Work-Study allowances

DO NOT INCLUDE veterans’ educational benefits such as:

• Montgomery GI Bill

• Dependents Education Assistance Program

• VA Vocational Rehabilitation Program

• Veterans’ educational assistance program benefits

• Post 9/11 GI Bill

SOUCE: studentaid.gov

Did your parent(s) receive any veteran's non-education 
benefits in 2020?

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/student-veterans-noneducation-benefits


Other Untaxed Income

Report any other income your parent(s) received in 2020

“Other” Untaxed Income includes:
• Workers’ compensation
• Black Lung Benefits
• Untaxed portions of Railroad retirement benefits
• Foreign income not taxed by any government
• Disability benefits
• etc.

NOTE: Don’t include extended foster care benefits, student aid, earned income 
credit, child tax credit, welfare payments, untaxed Social Security benefits, 
Supplemental Security Income, Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act 
educational benefits, on-base military housing or a military housing allowance, 
combat pay, benefits from flexible spending arrangements (e.g., cafeteria plans), 
foreign income exclusion, or credit for federal tax on special fuels.

SOURCE: studentaid.gov

Did your parent(s) have any other untaxed income that 
was not reported?

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/student-other-untaxed-income


Cash, Savings and Checking Balances

Report the total of your parent(s):
• Cash on hand

• Savings balances

• Checking balances

As of the day you file the FAFSA

As of today, what is your parent(s) total current balance 
of cash, savings, and checking accounts?

SOURCE: studentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/student-cash-savings-checking


Parent Investments

Report the net worth of your parents’ investments (any 
home your parents’ own outside of the home you live in)

As of today, what is the net worth of your parents’ 
investments, including real estate (not your parents’ home)?

Investments include:

Real estate (not including the home in which your 
parents live)

Stock options

Rental property (includes a unit with a family home that 
has  its own entrance, bath, kitchen, and bath rented to 
someone other than a family member)

Uniform Transfers to Minor Act (UTMA) and 
Uniform Gifts to Minor Act (UGMA) accounts

Trust funds Bonds

Money market funds Other securities

Mutual funds Installments and land sale contracts (including 
mortgage held)

Certificates of deposit Commodities

Stocks Qualified educational benefit or education 
savings account such as: Coverdell saving 
accounts, 529 college saving plans, and the 
refund value of 529 prepaid tuition plans

The net worth of your parent’s investments is the amount left over after 
deducting the debt from the value of each investment

Ex) your parent owns an investment property valued at $100,000, however, $75,000 is owed on the property

The net worth of the investment is $25,000 

($100,000-$75,000 = $25,000)

LEARN MORE: studentaid.gov

If your parents’ net worth value as of the day 
you submit the FAFSA form is: 

Enter on the FAFSA

Ten million or more 9999999

Zero or less than zero 0

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/parent-investments


Parent Businesses/Investment Farms

A business and/or investment farm value includes the market value of:

As of today, what is the net worth of your parents’ current 
businesses and/or investment farms?

Business/investment farm value includes:

Land Equipment

Buildings Inventory

Machinery ETC.

If your parents’ net worth value as of the day 
you submit the FAFSA form is: 

Enter on the FAFSA

Ten million or more 9999999

Zero or less than zero 0

Do not include:

• The value of a small business if your family owns and controls more than 
50% of the business and the business has 100 or fewer full-time or full-
time equivalent employees

• For small businesses, family includes:

• Person directly related to your parent, such as parent, sister, or cousin OR

• Persons who are or were related to you by marriage such as spouse, 
stepparent or sister-in-law

LEARN MORE: studentaid.gov

The net worth of your parent’s investments is the amount left over after 
deducting the debt from the value of each investment

Ex) your parent owns an investment property valued at $100,000, however, $75,000 is owed on the property

The net worth of the investment is $25,000 

($100,000-$75,000 = $25,000)

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/parent-current-business-investments-farm


Student 
FINANCIALS
Quick Links

IRS Data Retrieval Tool

Student IRS Info – Adjusted Gross Income

Student Income from Work

Student Tax Questions for Tax Filers Only

Additional financial Info

Student Untaxed Income

Student Tax Filing Status

Student Assets



Student Tax Filing Status

Select an answer from the list 
below:

What does this mean?

Already completed
The student already filed their 2020 
taxes

Will file
The student has not filed their 2020 
taxes, but will file their 2020 taxes

Not going to file
The student will not file their 2020 
taxes

Has the student completed an IRS 2020 
income tax return or another tax return?

SOURCE: studentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/student-filed-taxes


Student Tax Filing Status

Select an answer from the list 
below:

What does this mean?

IRS 1040
If the student has filed, or will file an 
IRS 1040 income tax return for 2020, 
select this option

A foreign tax return, IRS 
1040NR

The student has filed, or will file 
a foreign tax return, IRS 1040NR or 
an IRS 1040 NR-EZ income tax return 
for 2020, select this option

A tax return with Puerto Rico, a 
us territory, or Freely 
Associated State

If the student has filed, or will file an 
IRS a tax return with Puerto Rico, a 
US territory, or a Freely Associated 
State, select this option

If the student filed a tax return, what type of 
income tax return did they file for 2020?

SOURCE: studentaid.gov

NOTE: If student filed an IRS 1040-SR for the purposes of the FAFSA 
form, answer that you filed an IRS 1040

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/student-tax-return-type


Student Tax Filing Status

Select an answer from the list below:

Single

Head of Household

Married, Filed Joint Return

Married, Filed Separate Return

Qualifying Widower

Don’t Know

If the student filed taxes for 2020, what is the student’s tax filing status according to 
their tax return?

If you filed an IRS 1040 TAX RETURN



Student Eligible for the IRS Data Retrieval Tool
If student is eligible for the IRS Data Retrieval tool, the FAFSA will let you know by showing 
this message.

LEARN MORE: studentaid.gov

WHO CAN USE IT?​
• Must have valid Social Security Number​

• Must have filed 2020 federal tax returns; no amendments.​

• No change to marital status since 12/31/2020​

• Must have filed as single or married filing jointly​

WHO CAN’T USE IT?​

• Those married filing separately​

• Those married filing as head of household​

• Those unmarried and living together​

• Filed using ITIN​

• Foreign tax returns​

• Victims of identity theft

NOTE: If you are not eligible for the IRS Data Retrieval Tool, you will 
have to input financial information in the FAFSA manually

https://studentaid.gov/help-center/answers/article/what-is-irs-drt


Log In to the IRS Data Retrieval Tool
If parent(s) decide to use IRS Data Retrieval Tool, sign in using FSA ID and proceed to IRS site  

LEARN MORE: studentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/help-center/answers/article/what-is-irs-drt


Arriving at IRS Site

Once you click “Link to IRS” on the 
FAFSA, it will redirect you to the IRS 
site

• Retrieve your tax information from 
the IRS site by entering information 
from your 2020 tax return 
• Make sure this information matches 

what is on the tax return: 
• Social security number, date of birth, 

and address

• Street address can be tricky!
• St. does not match ST or Street, so 

double check!



Transferring Data from IRS Data Retrieval Tool

If tax information is 
available, select the first 
statement to transfer to 
your FAFSA

Then, Click Transfer Now



Back to the FAFSA – Data Transfer Confirmation

NOTE: Transferred tax 
information will not be 
viewable on the FAFSA or 
SAR

For all data transferred 
from the IRS, it will appear 
on your FAFSA/SAR as 
“Transferred from the IRS”



Student Adjusted Gross Income

What was your adjusted gross income for 2020?Report from IRS 1040 (2020), line 11

https://www.irs.gov/e-file-providers/definition-of-adjusted-gross-income


Student Income from Work
Scenario 1: For tax filers
Step 1. Report student earnings from working from IRS 1040 (2020), line 1

Step 2. ADD lines 3+6 from Schedule 1

How much did the student earn from working (wages, 
salaries, tips, etc.) in 2020?

Step 3. ADD Box 13 from Schedule K-1 (ONLY IF IT IS CODE A)

LEARN MORE: studentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/student-how-much-earn


Student Income from Work

How much did the student earn from working (wages, 
salaries, tips, etc.) in 2020?

Scenario 2: If student didn’t file taxes
Report from W2 form(2020), Box 1+8, "Wages, tips and 
other compensations"

LEARN MORE: studentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/student-how-much-earn


Student Income Tax
Enter the amount of the student’s income tax for 2019

Report from Form 1040 (2020), Line 14

Subtract with Schedule 2, Line 2 (if filed)

LEARN MORE: studentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/student-total-income-tax


Student Combat Pay
Did the student receive combat pay or special combat pay for 2020? 

(Only enter taxable combat pay included in your adjusted gross income)

If you are an...

Entitled persons and warrant officers – combat pay is non-taxable, and you should report zero for 
combat pay or special combat pay

Commissioned officers – combat pay in excess of the highest enlisted person's pay (plus imminent 
danger/hostile fire pay) is taxable, you should report their combat pay

SOURCE: studentaid.gov

To calculate the taxable amount,

• Use the total combat pay from your service person's leave and earnings statements

• subtract the untaxed portion, which is reported in the W2 form (2022) box 12 of the 
W2 form with code Q

IF
CODE Q

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/student-combat-pay


College Grants/Scholarships Reported
Did the student report any college grant/scholarships to 
the IRS in their income for 2020?

Report on the FAFSA any college 
grants/scholarships that were reported in 
the student’s income to the IRS, including:
• Grants

• Scholarships

• Waivers/Remissions

• Fellowships/Assistantships (grant or scholarship 
portions)

• AmeriCorps education awards

• AmeriCorps living allowances (but not insurance or 
childcare payments

• AmeriCorps interest accrual payments (for student 
loan interest during the student's or spouse's 
AmeriCorps term of service)

SOURCE: studentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/student-grants-scholarships


Education Credits
Did the student report any education credits (American 
Opportunity Tax Credit or Lifetime Learning Tax Credit) for 2020?

Report from either Schedule 3, line 3

LEARN MORE: studentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/student-education-credits


Student untaxed portions of 
IRA Distributions Pensions

Report from IRS Form 1040 (2020)lines (4a+5a)-(4b+5b) 

Did your parent(s) have any untaxed portions of IRA distributions and 
pensions reported for 2020?

LEARN MORE: studentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/student-untaxed-ira-distributions-pensions


IRA Deductions and Payments 
to Self-Employed

Did the student have any IRA deductions and payments to self-
employed SEP SIMPLE, Keogh and other qualified plans for 2020?

Report from Schedule 1, add lines 15+19

LEARN MORE: studentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/student-ira-amount-paid


Tax Exempt Interest Income
Did the student have tax exempt interest income for 2020?

Report from IRS 1040 (2020), Line 2A

LEARN MORE: studentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/student-tax-exempt-interest-income


Child Support Paid
Did the student pay any child support in 2020 
because of divorce or separation, or as a result 
of a legal requirement?

Enter the total amount of child 
support you paid in 2020 because of 
separation or as a result of a legal 
requirement

NOTE: Do not include child support for 
children in your household



Cooperative Education Program
Did the student have any earnings from work 
under a Cooperative Education Program offered 
by a college for 2020?

Report the total amount of income that your 
parents reported from work under a 
Cooperative Education Program offered by a 
college

SOURCE: studentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/student-child-support-paid


Taxable Earnings from Need-based Employment Programs
Did the student receive any taxable earnings 
from need-based employment programs?

Enter the total amount of taxable earnings 
the student received from:
• Federal work-study

• Need based employment portions of fellowships 
and assistantships

This income should appear on your W-2 form for your work study, 
fellowship or assistantship

SOURCE: studentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/student-need-based-employment


Enter the cash value of any child 
support received for all children

NOTE: Do not include foster care or adoption payments

Child Support Received
Did the student receive any child support in 2020?

LEARN MORE: studentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/student-child-support-received


Allowances Received

Enter the total cash value of housing, 
food and any other living allowances
you received in 2020 (often paid to military, 
clergy and others)

NOTE: Do not include rent subsidies for low-income 
housing, the value of on-base military housing, or the 
value of basic military allowance for housing

Did the student receive any housing, food or other living 
allowances provided to members of the military, clergy and others 
in 2020?

SOURCE: studentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/student-allowances


Payments to Tax Deferred 
Pensions/Retirement Savings

Did the student make any payments to tax-deferred 
pension and retirement savings (paid directly or withheld 
from earnings) in 2020?

Report from your W-2 Forms

Add boxes 12a – 12 D (Report only codes D, E, F, G, H, and S. 
DO NOT include code DD)

SOURCE: studentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/student-tax-deferred-pension


Veterans Non-Education Benefits
Did the student receive any veteran's non-education benefits 
in 2020?

Report any veteran non-education benefits the student 
received in 2020

Veteran non-educational benefits include:

• Disability

• Death Pension

• Dependency & Indemnity Compensation (DIC)

• VA Educational Work-Study allowances

DO NOT INCLUDE veterans’ educational benefits such as:

• Montgomery GI Bill

• Dependents Education Assistance Program

• VA Vocational Rehabilitation Program

• Veterans' educational assistance program benefits

• Post 9/11 GI Bill

SOUCE: studentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/student-veterans-noneducation-benefits


Other Untaxed Income

Report any other income you received in 2020

“Other” Untaxed Income includes:
• Workers' compensation
• Disability benefits
• Black Lung Benefits
• Untaxed portions of Railroad retirement benefits
• Foreign income not taxed by any government

NOTE: Do not include extended foster care benefits, student aid, earned income 
credit, child tax credit, welfare payments, untaxed social security benefits, 
supplemental security income, workforce innovation and opportunity act educational 
benefits, on-base military housing or a military housing allowance, combat pay, 
benefits from flexible spending arrangements, foreign income exclusion, or federal tax 
on special fuels

SOURCE: studentaid.gov

Did the student have any other untaxed income that was 
not reported?

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/student-other-untaxed-income


Money Received/Paid on your Behalf
Report the amount of cash support the student received from a friend or 
relative if:

• The student is a dependent student

• The support is not reported elsewhere on the application

This amount should include money paid on the student’s behalf by 
someone other than the student (and their spouse) while the student is 
attending school for:

• Rent

• Utilities

• Bills etc.

If the person making these payments is the parent whose information is 
reported in this FAFSA, then you will not report the amount.

Include money received from a parent or other person whose financial 
information is not reported on the FAFSA application and that is not part 
of a legal child support agreement

NOTE: This amount also includes any distributions to the student 
beneficiary from a 529 plan that is owned by someone other than the 
parents (in the case of a dependent student) or the student (such as 
grandparents, aunts, uncles and non-custodial parents)

SOURCE: studentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/student-cash-support-received


Cash, Savings and Checking Balances

Report the total of the student's:
• Cash on hand

• Savings balances

• Checking balances

As of the day you file the FAFSA

As of today, what is the student’s total current balance 
of cash, savings, and checking accounts?



Student Investments

Report the net worth of your investments (any home you 
own outside of the home you live in)

As of today, what is the net worth of the student's investments, 
including real estate (not the student's home)?

The net worth of your investments is the amount left over after 
deducting the debt from the value of each investment
Ex) You own an investment property valued at $100,000, however, $75,000 is owed on the 
property

The net worth of the investment is $25,000

($100,000-$75,000 = $25,000)

SOURCE: studentaid.gov

If your net worth value as of the day you 
submit the FAFSA form is: 

Enter on the FAFSA

Ten million or more 9999999

Zero or less than zero 0

Investments include:

Real estate (not including the home in which your 
parents live)

Stock options

Rental property (includes a unit with a family home that 
has  its own entrance, bath, kitchen, and bath rented to 
someone other than a family member)

Uniform Transfers to Minor Act (UTMA) and 
Uniform Gifts to Minor Act (UGMA) accounts

Trust funds Bonds

Money market funds Other securities

Mutual funds Installments and land sale contracts (including 
mortgage held)

Certificates of deposit Commodities

Stocks Qualified educational benefit or education 
savings account such as: Coverdell saving 
accounts, 529 college saving plans, and the 
refund value of 529 prepaid tuition plans

https://studentaid.gov/2122/help/students-investments


Student Businesses/Investment Farms

A business and/or investment farm value includes the market value of:

As of today, what is the net worth of the student’s current 
businesses and/or investment farms?

Business/investment farm value includes:

Land Equipment

Buildings Inventory

Machinery ETC

If your net worth value as of the day you 
submit the FAFSA form is: 

Enter on the FAFSA

Ten million or more 9999999

Zero or less than zero 0

Do not include:

• The value of a small business if your family owns and controls more than 50% of the 
business and the business has 100 or fewer full-time or full-time equivalent 
employees

• For small businesses, Family includes:

• Person directly related to your parent, such as parent, sister, or cousin OR

• Persons who are or were related to you by marriage such as spouse, stepparent 
or sister-in-law

SOURCE: studentaid.gov

The net worth of your investments is the amount left over after 
deducting the debt from the value of each investment
Ex) your parent owns an investment property valued at $100,000, however, $75,000 is owed on 
the property

The net worth of the investment is $25,000 

($100,000-$75,000 = $25,000)

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/student-current-business-investments-farm


SIGN AND SUBMIT
Quick Links

Are you a Preparer?

FAFSA Summary

Student Signature

Option 1: Parent with FSA ID

Option 2: Parent with out FSA ID 

What’s Next?



Are you a preparer?
A preparer is anyone who charges a fee 
for helping you fill out your Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA®) form

Who is not considered a preparer?

• Relative/friend helping you file

• High school counselors, financial aid 
admins, other mentors who do not 
charge you for their services

If you are not paying for any FAFSA 
support, select “NO”
SOURCE: s tudentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/2223/help/preparer


FAFSA Summary

Make sure to review your FAFSA 
summary and look for:
• Any mistakes/errors that need to be 

corrected

• Misspelling in names

• Incorrect date of birth, social security 
numbers

• Household number is correct

• Family members in household in 
college is correct
• DO NOT include your parent in this 

count even if they are enrolled in a 
college program

• All untaxed income information is 
correct



Provide Student Signature

Click Provide Student Signature

Student

Provide Student Signature



Agreement of Terms
Read over the terms outlined in the FAFSA, click “AGREE”

And then                                     to sign

NEXT

Sign and Submit FAFSA form



Student Signature

To provide your electronic 
signature, click

Sign using your FSA ID and 
password

SIGN THIS FAFSA



Signed Electronically

Once your FAFSA is signed using 
your FSA ID, it will indicate so by 
showing the signature status as 
“Signed w/ FSA ID”



Parent Signature: FSA ID

If your parent:

• Has a social security number

• Is able to access their FSA ID

Then proceed by clicking

OPTION 1

Provide 
Parent Signature

If your parent:

• Does not have a social security number

• Or is unable to access their FSA ID

Click HERE to proceed to signing option 2



Choose Which Parent Signs

Select which parent you would like to 
sign your FAFSA

This parent should have an FSA ID

If they do not have an FSA ID, go to 
FSAID.ED.GOV to create their account

OPTION 1

fsaid.ed.gov


Agreement of Terms 

Read over the terms outlined in the 
FAFSA, click “AGREE”

And then           to signNEXT

OPTION 1



Sign using Parent’s FSA ID

Sign using your Parent’s FSA ID and 
password, and click                       to 
submit

SIGN THIS FAFSA

OPTION 1



Submit

Once both student and parent sign 
electronically, it will indicate so by 
showing both signature statuses as 
“Signed with FSA ID”

OPTION 1

Parent



Confirmation Page

Once you reach the confirmation page, your FAFSA was successfully 
submitted to Federal Student Aid



Parent Signature: FSA ID

If your parent:
• parent does not have a social security 

number (SSN)
• Unable to resolve name, SSN, date of 

birth mismatch (so FSA ID doesn’t work)
• Forgot login credentials and unable to 

recover account

Proceed by clicking

OPTION 2

Provide 
Parent Signature



Choose Which Parent Signs

Select which parent you would like to 
sign your FAFSA

OPTION 2



Agreement of Terms 

Read over the terms outlined in the 
FAFSA, click “AGREE”

And then           to signNEXT

OPTION 2



Other Options to Sign

Click on OTHER OPTIONS TO SIGN AND SUBMIT

OPTION 2



Print Signature Page

1. Select the “Print a Signature Page” option

2. Print out the signature page and an extra copy 
for your records

3. Have your parent sign their signature

4. Mail the signature page to the address provided 
on the signature page

5. Click NEXT to proceed

OPTION 2



Invalid/Valid Signature Rules

The following types of signatures will 
result in a rejected signature page:
• Last name or first name only, unless the 

student/parent indicated they only have one name
• i.e signature page only shows one name for student or 

parent and there is a notation on the form that the student 
or parent indicates they only have one name

• Initials only (e.g. “JHB”)

• Typed or stamped name

• Photocopied Signature

• Words like “father”, “mother” or “dead” instead of 
signature

• Comments like “none” or “not applicable”

• Signature of legal guardian (that is not biological or 
adoptive parent)

SOURCE: studentaid.gov

Additional acceptable and valid 
signature types include the following:
• An X, thumbprint, fingerprint, or mark will be construed as a legal signature if noted as 

such on the document, as long as it is also noted and supported by one witness.

• Printed (non-cursive) signatures are accepted.

• Signatures that run together with no spaces (i.e., “JaneSueDoe”) are accepted.

• Signature accompanied by a power of attorney document is acceptable, provided power of 
attorney is not limited. If power of attorney is questionable, the signature page is referred 
to Federal Student Aid for further evaluation.

• A signature from an FAA or a high school counselor is an acceptable substitute for a 
parental signature if due to one or more of the following:

• Parent(s) is not currently in the U.S., and unable to be contacted by normal means 
of communication.

• The whereabouts of the parent(s) is unknown.

• Parent(s) is mentally or physically unable to sign.

Note: A parenthetical or attached note indicating why the FAA or counselor has signed on 
behalf of the parent is required for this to be considered a valid signature.

Do not include any other documentation with the mailed signature page unless noted above.

SOURCE: ifap.ed.gov

https://studentaid.gov/help/signing-without-fsa-id
https://ifap.ed.gov/electronic-announcements/03-18-2019-application-processing-subject-reminder-valid-signature-rules


Submitted Without Signatures

If you sign using option 2, your parent’s 
signature status show Submit Without 
Signatures

Once Federal Student Aid receives your 
signature page, the processor will match the 
electronic application they received from you 
with the signature page

After they match it, your FAFSA process will be 
complete

Log in to check your signature status to see if 
the signature status changes. If 2 weeks pass 
and nothing changes, you may want to send 
another signature page in the mail as your 
other signature page may be lost in the mail

OPTION 2



Confirmation Page

Once you reach the confirmation page, your FAFSA was successfully 
submitted to Federal Student Aid



What’s Next?
1. Get your Student Aid Report

▪ Within 3-7 days, your application will be processed

▪ Review your answers for accuracy

▪ Make corrections if necessary

▪ Provide missing signatures if necessary

▪ Request tax transcript from IRS

▪ If you don’t receive your Student Aid Report, it is likely that you may have not submitted your FAFSA

2. Contact your financial aid office
▪ There may be additional paperwork you need to complete

▪ Check your email and student portal regularly. Respond promptly to any requests.

▪ Prepare petitions and gather documentation if you fall under special circumstances (See our special circumstances hand out)

▪ Consider appealing if you have special circumstances.

3. Reapply every year in October


